
  

IMMERSE
Re-imagining the personal narrative 



  

Personal narratives have deteriorated in quality 
and value as they have proliferated, and 
as viewer attention spans have decreased

My thesis will present the hypothesis that the personal 
narrative has grown stagnant, and that by studying how 
stories build relationships with audiences and how 
certain qualities can make narratives immersive, with 
the aim of developing new tools or methods for the 
creation of user generated content. 



  

Personal narratives have deteriorated in quality 
and value as they have proliferated, and 
as viewer attention spans have decreased.



  

As content creation tools are democratized, the 
profusion of work published becomes staggering. 
Consider the advent of the typewriter, and of
the blog.

Print extends the human body into the space of 
material production and self representation.
-Marshall McLuhan

As content creation tools are democratized, the 
profusion of work published becomes staggering. 
Consider the advent of the typewriter, and of
the blog.



  

A history of personal narratives shows an 
evolution of form from spoken word to literary 
transcription to other new media, and a growing 
tendency towards creation and distribution of 
material previously considered pedestrian. 

Literature mediates …  the world that in part 
constitutes it, through the detour of language...
[This] could be done better with more 'truthful' 
recording technologies...in which symbolization 
could be handled directly.
-Joseph Tabbi



  

The first part of my process involves finding the 
common denominator between successful 
narratives in different media – the nature of the 
relationship they form with the audience.

For the purposes of demonstration, consider 
three works created for diverse audiences in 
disparate media: Homer's Odyssey, NPR's This 
American Life and ...



  

Homer's Odyssey can be considered in two 
forms, first as an oral tradition, second as a 
transcribed work. In the first case, the allure of 
the narrative and the strength of the epic rely 
on...



  

NPR's This American Life ...



  

...



  

The second part of my process involves 
identifying personal narrative generating 
techniques that will ameliorate existing 
conditions of physical form, audience 
participation, audience interest, and relevance.
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Traditional narratives:
Single medium
Linear flow
Unlocalized content
Audience investment through relations
Minimal audience participation



  

Linear narratives force 
viewers into singular 
paths. Non-linearity 
allows for interaction 
and participation

Unlocalized content may be more easily
approachable, but location specificity
Can create personal connections and more
personalized stories



  

Possible Developments:
Integrate storytelling vocabulary with media
Intertwining sensory cues
Developing tools for creating cross-medium narratives

+ + + +

=
A new method of user generated storytelling
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